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The human brain is good at finding patterns and making connections. It finds, for
example, that a telephone number begins with a three and so is likely to be the
area code of a local company. Thus, in an environment of sufficient complexity, the
brain will find the patterns to make connections that tend to work in the complex
world. Children are children, and they have very limited attention spans, even if
their academic experience is difficult for them. But there is nothing inherent about
the brain that requires child- or school-based educators to have quick, repeated or
continuous connection-making demands. Interestingly, the child does not need the
fast-paced, secure-the-answer environment of the classroom. Despite this deficit,
children need learning experiences that require a higher level of intellectual
processing and insight. And yet, the more the brain attempts to perform, the more
it starts to shut down, get distracted, and forget. So the first problem of faster
schools and shorter seasons is that they demand more of the children, but at the
same time they reduce the students ability to spend time on the intellectual
processing and insight that will make a child a fully functioning adult. We focus
primarily on K12 schools, although the principles we articulate are generally
applicable to early childhood as well. As we answer these questions, we emphasize
the whole child within a whole school and a whole community context. From an
ecological systems framework, the school serves as an immediate context shaping
childrens learning and development through instruction, relationships with
teachers and peers, and the school culture. Connections between home and school
are critical to provide aligned supports for children.
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Although this curriculum is intended to be used in an upper-level university English
class, it is also appropriate for a college-level writing course or as a springboard for

further study of writing on specific topics. This new edition includes a host of
additional resources that will support students as they develop the skills they will

need to succeed in the workplace and to pursue their personal interests. The
fourth edition of Focus on Grammar has been completely redesigned for the first
time since the series was first published in 1985. The new design features a new

box format, a fresh new look, and additional images of the Canadian English texts.
In addition, new tools help students understand the grammar in context, including
problem solving exercises, concept maps, worksheets and chapter summaries to
ensure a complete course. Over 180 exercises and activities, including oral drills,
listening and speaking games, writing games and a series of essays, are included
to help you reach your goals. The fourth edition of Focus on Grammar has been
completely redesigned for the first time since the series was first published in
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